To: The Legislative Council of the Indiana General Assembly

From: Jane Seigel, Executive Director, Indiana Office of Court Services (formerly the Indiana
Judicial Center) ,
Re: Report on the Indianm

Date: November 30, 2016

IC 33-38-9-11 requires the Indiana Judicial Center to make a report to the Legislative Council by
December 1, 2016 about the Indiana Tax Court, particularly to review the workload and backlog
of the Tax Court, and to make findings of the methods and procedures in the Tax Court and
recommendations for any improvements.

Simultaneous with this legislation, the Indiana Supreme Court created the Ad Hoc Tax Court
Advisory Task Force and charged it with reviewing the resources, caseload, performance and
operations of the Indiana Tax Court. The Task Force engaged the services of the National
Center for State Courts to assist it. The completed work of the task Force was submitted to the
Supreme Court, Indiana Legislative Council, and the Indiana Judicial Center on April 14, 2016.

I incorporate the work of the Task Force as it was previously submitted as my report to the
Legislative Council and I concur with its Findings and Recommendations. The number one
recommendation is the creation of an ongoing advisory committee “to advise the Tax Court on a
variety of matters, including court administration, case management, performance standards and
data collection,” and provide a mechanism to review and “assist the Tax Court in moving cases
to resolution in a more efficient and timely fashion.”

On July 7, 2016, the Indiana Supreme Court formed a Tax Court Advisory Committee to work
with, advise, assist, and assess progress by the Indiana Tax Court in implementing the reforms
and improvements recommended by the Task Force, and to provide periodic written progress
reports to the Supreme Court. That Order is attached. Former Supreme Court Chief Justice,
Brent Dickson, serves as Chair of the Committee. A copy of the Committee's periodic written
progress reports will be made available to the Legislative Council.

The Tax Court Advisory Committee held its initial meeting on August 18, 2016, and has
quarterly meetings scheduled for December 9, 2016, and in 2017 on March 24, June 16, and
September 8. The Committee communicates between meetings via email and conference calls
when needed. The Committee is working with the Tax Court on establishing metrics to measure
performance and to develop a plan to implement reforms and to set timelines for case flow.
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ORDER CREATING INDIANA TAX COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

On May 13, 2015, this Court by Order created an Ad Hoc Tax Court Advisory Task Force

(Task Force) to examine the caseload, resources, staffing, performance and operations of the

Indiana Tax Court, including review and analysis of the methods and procedures for case

disposition. The Order integrated the legislative mandate in Senate Enrolled Act 423 calling

for the Indiana Judicial Center to review the workload and backlog of cases in the Indiana Tax

Court. The Task Force submitted its findings and recommendations on May 1, 2016, which

included the formation of a Tax Court Advisory Committee "to advise and assist the Tax Court

from time to time on a variety of matters, including court administration, case management,

performance standards, data collection and review, to assist the Tax Court in moving cases to

resolution in a more efficient and timely fashion.”

THEREFORE, a Tax Court Advisory Committee is hereby formed to work with, advise,

assist, and assess progress by the Indiana Tax Court in implementing the reforms and

improvements recommended by the Task Force, and to provide periodic written progress

reports to this Court.
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The following persons are appointed to the Advisory Committee:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Senior Judge Brent E. Dickson

Judge Robert R. Altice, Indiana Court of Appeals

Judge Thomas C. Perrone, Cass Superior Court #1

Mary G. Willis, Chief Administrative Officer, Designee, Indiana Supreme Court

James F. Maguire, Staff Attorney, Indiana Supreme Court

Senior Judge Brent Dickson will serve as the Chair.

DONE at Indianapolis, Indiana, on

7/7/2016
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Loretta H. Rush
Chief Justice of Indiana

All Justices concur.





