IC 31-19
ARTICLE 19. FAMILY LAW: ADOPTION

IC 31-19-1
Chapter 1. Jurisdiction Over Adoption Proceedings

IC 31-19-1-1
Adoptions subject to Interstate Compact on the Placement of
Children

Sec. 1. Except as provided in IC 31-28-4, the adoption of a child
who is born in one (1) state by a person in another state is subject to
the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children under
IC 31-28-4.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.145-2006,
SEC.244.

IC 31-19-1-2
Exclusive jurisdiction of probate court

Sec. 2. (a) This section applies to each Indiana county that has a
separate probate court.

(b) The probate court has exclusive jurisdiction in all adoption
matters.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



1C 31-19-2
Chapter 2. Filing of Petition for Adoption

IC 31-19-2-1
Adoption of adult; petition; venue; consent; investigation
Sec. 1. (a) An individual who is at least eighteen (18) years of age
may be adopted by a resident of Indiana:
(1) upon proper petition to the court having jurisdiction in
probate matters in the county of residence of the individual or
the petitioner for adoption; and
(2) with the consent of the individual acknowledged in open
court.
(b) If the court in which a petition for adoption is filed under this
section considers it necessary, the court may order:
(1) the type of investigation that is conducted in an adoption of
a child who is less than eighteen (18) years of age; or
(2) any other inquiry that the court considers advisable;
before granting the petition for adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-2-2
Adoption of minor child; petition; venue; substituting petitioner
Sec. 2. (a) A resident of Indiana who seeks to adopt a child less
than eighteen (18) years of age may, by attorney of record, file a
petition for adoption with the clerk of the court having probate
jurisdiction in the county in which:
(1) the petitioner for adoption resides;
(2) a licensed child placing agency or governmental agency
having custody of the child is located; or
(3) the child resides.
(b) The county in which the petition for adoption may be filed is
a matter of venue and not jurisdiction.
(c) Subject to IC 31-19-9-3, if an individual who files a petition
for adoption of a child:
(1) decides not to adopt the child; or
(2) is unable to adopt the child;
the petition for adoption may be amended or a second petition may
be filed in the same action to substitute another individual who
intends to adopt the child as the petitioner for adoption. The amended
petition or second petition under this subsection relates back to the
date of the original petition.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.146-2007, SEC.2.

IC 31-19-2-3
Adoption of hard to place child by nonresident; petition; venue
Sec. 3. (a) An individual who is not a resident of Indiana and who
seeks to adopt a hard to place child may file a petition for adoption
with the clerk of the court having probate jurisdiction in the county
in which the:
(1) licensed child placing agency or governmental agency



having custody of the child is located; or
(2) child resides.
(b) The county in which a petition for adoption may be filed is a
matter of venue and not jurisdiction.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-2-4
Consent to adoption by petitioner's spouse
Sec. 4. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a petition for
adoption by a married person may not be granted unless the husband
and wife join in the action.
(b) If the petitioner for adoption is married to the:
(1) biological; or
(2) adoptive;
father or mother of the child, joinder by the father or mother is not
necessary if an acknowledged consent to adoption of the biological
or adoptive parent is filed with the petition for adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-2-5
Filing of petition; number of copies; verification

Sec. 5. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a petition for
adoption must be filed in triplicate.

(b) If a petition for adoption is sponsored by a licensed child
placing agency, the petition for adoption must be filed in
quadruplicate.

(c) The original copy of a petition for adoption must be verified by
the oath or affirmation of each petitioner for adoption.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.13; P.L.1-2010, SEC.120.

IC 31-19-2-6
Contents of petition
Sec. 6. A petition for adoption must specify the following:
(1) The:
(A) name if known;
(B) sex, race, and age if known, or if unknown, the
approximate age; and
(C) place of birth;
of the child sought to be adopted.
(2) The new name to be given the child if a change of name is
desired.
(3) Whether or not the child possesses real or personal property
and, if so, the value and full description of the property.
(4) The:
(A) name, age, and place of residence of a petitioner for
adoption; and
(B) if married, place and date of their marriage.
(5) The name and place of residence, if known to the petitioner
for adoption, of:



(A) the parent or parents of the child;
(B) if the child is an orphan:
(i) the guardian; or
(i1) the nearest kin of the child if the child does not have a
guardian;
(C) the court or agency of which the child is a ward if the
child is a ward; or
(D) the agency sponsoring the adoption if there is a sponsor.
(6) The time, if any, during which the child lived in the home of
the petitioner for adoption.
(7) Whether the petitioner for adoption has been convicted of:
(A) a felony; or
(B) a misdemeanor relating to the health and safety of
children;
and, if so, the date and description of the conviction.
(8) Additional information consistent with the purpose and
provisions of this article that is considered relevant to the
proceedings.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999, SEC.6;
P.L.131-2009, SEC.13.

IC 31-19-2-7
Medical report
Sec. 7. (a) A medical report of the health status and medical
history of the child sought to be adopted and the child's birth parents
must:
(1) accompany a petition for adoption; or
(2) be filed not later than sixty (60) days after the filing of a
petition for adoption.
(b) The medical report must:
(1) include neonatal, psychological, physiological, and medical
care history; and
(2) be on forms prescribed by the state registrar.
(c) A copy of the medical report shall be sent to the following
persons:
(1) The state registrar.
(2) The prospective adoptive parents.
(d) This section does not authorize the release of medical
information that would result in the identification of an individual.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-2-7.3
Waiver of criminal history check requirements prohibited
Sec. 7.3. A court may not waive any criminal history check

requirements set forth in this chapter.
As added by P.L.138-2007, SEC.36.

IC 31-19-2-7.5
Submission of information, forms, or consents for criminal history
check



Sec. 7.5. (a) This section does not apply to a petitioner for
adoption who provides the licensed child placing agency or the local
office with the results of a criminal history check conducted:

(1) in accordance with IC 31-9-2-22.5; and
(2) not more than one (1) year before the date on which the
petition is filed.

(b) Every petitioner for adoption shall submit the necessary
information, forms, or consents for:

(1) a licensed child placing agency; or

(2) the local office;
that conducts the inspection and investigation required for adoption
of a child under IC 31-19-8-5 to conduct a criminal history check (as
defined in IC 31-9-2-22.5) of the petitioner as part of its
investigation.

(c) The petitioner for adoption shall pay the fees and other costs
of the criminal history check required under this section.

As added by P.L.200-1999, SEC.7. Amended by P.L.234-2005,
SEC.92; P.L.128-2012, SEC.45.

IC 31-19-2-7.6
Notification of criminal charge while adoption pending
Sec. 7.6. If a petitioner for adoption is charged with:

(1) a felony; or

(2) a misdemeanor relating to the health and safety of children;
during the pendency of the adoption, the petitioner shall notify the
court of the criminal charge in writing.
As added by P.L.200-1999, SEC.S.

IC 31-19-2-8
Adoption history fee; putative father registry fee
Sec. 8. Unless the petitioner for adoption seeks under section 1 of
this chapter to adopt a person who is at least eighteen (18) years of
age, the petitioner for adoption must attach to the petition for
adoption:
(1) an adoption history fee of twenty dollars ($20) payable to
the state department of health; and
(2) a putative father registry fee of fifty dollars ($50) payable to
the state department of health for:
(A) administering the putative father registry established by
IC 31-19-5; and
(B) paying for blood or genetic testing in a paternity action
in which an adoption is pending in accordance with
IC 31-14-21-9.1.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999, SEC.9.

IC 31-19-2-9
Deposit of fees in adoption history fund

Sec. 9. Fees collected under section 8 of this chapter shall be
deposited in the adoption history fund established by IC 31-19-18-6.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



IC 31-19-2-10
Notice of filing of petition; examination, correction, and
amendment of form of petition

Sec. 10. (a) Not more than five (5) days after a petition for
adoption has been filed, the clerk of the court shall notify the court of
the filing.

(b) Upon receiving notice under subsection (a) that a petition for
adoption has been filed, the court shall promptly:

(1) examine the petition for adoption; and
(2) determine whether the petition for adoption is in proper
form.

(c) If the court does not find the petition for adoption to be in
proper form, the court shall return the petition for adoption
immediately to the petitioner for adoption or the petitioner's attorney.

(d) If a petition for adoption is returned under subsection (c), the
petitioner for adoption shall promptly correct and amend the petition
for adoption to conform to the law.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-2-11
Clerk's examination of form of petition

Sec. 11. If the judge of the court dies, is disabled, or is absent, the
clerk of the court shall examine the petition for adoption and the
petition for adoption shall be acted upon accordingly.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-2-12

Copies of petition forwarded to licensed child placing agency
Sec. 12. As soon as a petition for adoption is found to be in proper

form, the clerk of the court shall forward one (1) copy of the petition

for adoption to a licensed child placing agency as described in

IC 31-9-2-17.5, with preference to be given to the agency, if any,

sponsoring the adoption, as shown by the petition for adoption.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.145-2006,

SEC.245; P.L.146-2006, SEC.17;, P.L.131-2009, SEC.14;

P.L.162-2011, SEC.13; P.L.128-2012, SEC.46.

IC 31-19-2-13
Temporary custody of adopted children
Sec. 13. (a) Except for a child who is under the care and
supervision of the department, a petitioner for adoption may file a
separate, ex parte, verified petition requesting temporary custody of
a child sought to be adopted at the time of or any time after the filing
of a petition for adoption. The petition for temporary custody must be
signed by each petitioner for adoption.
(b) A court may grant a petition for temporary custody filed under
subsection (a) if the court finds that:
(1) the petition for adoption is in proper form; and
(2) placing the child with the petitioner or petitioners for
adoption pending the hearing on the petition for adoption is in



the best interests of the child.

(c) If temporary custody is granted under this section, the
petitioner or petitioners for adoption are legally and financially
responsible for the child until otherwise ordered by the court.

(d) To the extent that a temporary custody order issued under this
section conflicts with a custody order issued by any other court
except a court having appellate jurisdiction over the child, a
temporary order under this section controls.

(e) A:

(1) party to the adoption; or
(2) person who had:
(A) custody of; or
(B) parenting time or visitation with;
the child before a temporary custody order was issued under this
section;
may file a petition to suspend, modify, or revoke the temporary
custody order granted under this section.

(f) Upon receipt of a petition described in subsection (e), the court
shall set the matter for hearing.

(g) The court may suspend, modify, or revoke the temporary
custody order if the court determines suspension, modification, or
revocation of the temporary custody order is in the best interests of
the child.

As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.145-2006,
SEC.246, P.L.81-2014, SEC.].

IC 31-19-2-14
Consolidated paternity and adoption proceedings

Sec. 14. (a) If a petition for adoption and a paternity action are
pending at the same time for a child sought to be adopted, the court
in which the petition for adoption has been filed has exclusive
jurisdiction over the child, and the paternity proceeding must be
consolidated with the adoption proceeding.

(b) If the petition for adoption is dismissed, the court hearing the
consolidated adoption and paternity proceeding shall determine who
has custody of the child under IC 31-19-11-5.

(c) Following a dismissal of the adoption petition under subsection
(b), the court may:

(1) retain jurisdiction over the paternity proceeding; or
(2) return the paternity proceeding to the court in which it was
originally filed.
If the paternity proceeding is returned to the court in which it was
originally filed, the court assumes jurisdiction over the child, subject
to any provisions of the consolidated court's order under
IC 31-19-11-5.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.3. Amended by P.L.81-2014, SEC.2.



IC 31-19-2.5
Chapter 2.5. General Notice Requirements

IC 31-19-2.5-1
Application
Sec. 1. This chapter applies to notice given to a:
(1) putative father under IC 31-19-4; and
(2) person under IC 31-19-4.5.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.4.

IC 31-19-2.5-2
Notice of adoption

Sec. 2. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), IC 31-19-4
applies to notice given to a putative father and IC 31-19-4.5 applies
to notice given to other persons.

(b) If a petition for adoption alleges the consent of a putative
father or a parent to the adoption has not been obtained and is
unnecessary under:

(1) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(1);

(2) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(2);

(3) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(4)(B);

(4) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(4)(C);

(5) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(9); or

(6) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(11);
notice must be given under IC 31-19-4.5.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.4.

IC 31-19-2.5-3
Required notice
Sec. 3. (a) Except as provided in section 4 of this chapter, notice
must be given to a:
(1) person whose consent to adoption is required under
IC 31-19-9-1; and
(2) putative father who is entitled to notice under IC 31-19-4.
(b) If the parent-child relationship has been terminated under
IC 31-35 (or IC 31-6-5 before its repeal), notice of the pendency of
the adoption proceedings shall be given to the:
(1) licensed child placing agency; or
(2) local office;
of which the child is a ward.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.4. Amended by P.L.97-2004,
SEC.108; P.L.1-2007, SEC.195; P.L.128-2012, SEC.47.

IC 31-19-2.5-4
Notice not required
Sec. 4. Notice of the pendency of the adoption proceedings does
not have to be given to:
(1) a person whose consent to adoption has been filed with the
petition for adoption;
(2) a person whose consent to adoption is not required by:



(A) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(4)(A);

(B) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(4)(D);

(C) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(5);

(D) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(6);

(E) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(7);

(F) IC 31-19-9-8(a)(8);

(G) IC 31-19-9-9;

(H) IC 31-19-9-10;

(I) IC 31-19-9-12;

(J) IC 31-19-9-15; or

(K) IC 31-19-9-18;
(3) the hospital of an infant's birth or a hospital to which an
infant is transferred for medical reasons after birth if the infant
is being adopted at or shortly after birth;
(4) a person whose parental rights have been terminated before
the entry of a final decree of adoption; or
(5) a person who has waived notice under:

(A) IC 31-19-4-8; or

(B) IC 31-19-4.5-4.

As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.4. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.9.

IC 31-19-2.5-5
Validity of notice

Sec. 5. A notice served in accordance with IC 31-19-4 or
IC 31-19-4.5 is valid regardless of whether the notice is served within
or outside Indiana.

As added by P.L.146-2007, SEC.3.



1C 31-19-3
Chapter 3. Notice of Adoption Before Birth of Child

IC 31-19-3-1
Prebirth notice to putative father
Sec. 1. Before the birth of a child:

(1) a licensed child placing agency;

(2) an attorney representing prospective adoptive parents of the

child; or

(3) an attorney representing the mother of the child;
may serve the putative father of the child or cause the putative father
to be served with actual notice that the mother of the child is
considering an adoptive placement for the child.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.10.

IC 31-19-3-2
Notice not compelling adoptive placement

Sec. 2. Providing the putative father with actual notice under
section 1 of this chapter does not obligate the mother of the child to
proceed with an adoptive placement of the child.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-3-3
Affidavit of service of actual notice
Sec. 3. (a) Upon the filing of a petition for adoption:

(1) the licensed child placing agency sponsoring the adoption;

or

(2) the attorney representing the prospective adoptive parents;
shall submit to the court an affidavit setting forth the circumstances
surrounding the service of actual notice, including the time, if known,
date, and manner in which the actual notice was provided.

(b) If notice is served upon the putative father under section 1(3)

of this chapter:

(1) the licensed child placing agency sponsoring the adoption;

or

(2) the attorney representing the prospective adoptive parents;
shall submit to the court an affidavit prepared by the attorney
representing the mother of the child. An affidavit filed under this
subsection must contain the same information as an affidavit filed
under subsection (a).
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.14; P.L.200-1999, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-3-4
Form of notice

Sec. 4. Notice of the potential adoption under this chapter must be
provided to the putative father of the child in substantially the
following form:

n

(putative father's name), who has been named




as the father of the unborn child of (birth mother's
name), or who claims to be the father of the unborn child, is notified

that (birth mother's name) has expressed an intention to
secure an adoptive placement for the child.
If (putative father's name) seeks to contest the

adoption of the unborn child, the putative father must file a paternity
action to establish his paternity in relation to the unborn child not
later than thirty (30) days after the receipt of this notice.

If (putative father's name) does not file a paternity
action not more than thirty (30) days after receiving this notice, or
having filed a paternity action, is unable to establish paternity in
relation to the child under IC 31-14 or the laws applicable to a court
of another state when the court obtains jurisdiction over the paternity
action, the putative father's consent to the adoption or the voluntary
termination of the putative father's parent-child relationship under
IC 31-35-1, or both, shall be irrevocably implied and the putative
father loses the right to contest the adoption, the validity of his
implied consent to the adoption, the termination of the parent-child
relationship, and the validity of his implied consent to the termination
of the parent-child relationship. In addition, the putative father loses
the right to establish paternity of the child under IC 31-14 or in a
court of another state when the court would otherwise be competent
to obtain jurisdiction over the paternity action, except as provided in
IC 31-19-9-17(b).

Nothing (mother's name) or anyone else says to

(putative father's name) relieves
(putative father's name) of his obligations under this notice.

Under Indiana law, a putative father is a person who is named as
or claims that he may be the father of a child born out of wedlock but
who has not yet been legally proven to be the child's father.

For purposes of this notice, (putative father's
name) is a putative father under the laws in Indiana regarding
adoption.".

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.12.

IC 31-19-3-5
Putative father's notice of paternity action
Sec. 5. A putative father who files a paternity action as described

by IC 31-19-9-15(2) after receiving notice of a potential adoption
from an attorney or a licensed child placing agency under section 1
of this chapter shall notify the attorney or agency that the paternity
action has been filed. The notice must include the following
information:

(1) The name of the court.

(2) The cause number.

(3) The date of filing.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-3-6



Adoptive parents' intervention in paternity action

Sec. 6. If a putative father fails to provide notice to an attorney or
a licensed child placing agency under section 5 of this chapter (or
under IC 31-3-1-6.4(i) before its repeal), upon a motion of the
prospective adoptive parents the court having jurisdiction over the
paternity action shall allow the prospective adoptive parents to
intervene in the paternity action under Rule 24 of the Indiana Rules
of Trial Procedure.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-3-7
Vacation of paternity determination; intervention by adoptive
parents
Sec. 7. If the court has already established the paternity of a father

who fails to provide notice under section 5 of this chapter (or under
IC 31-3-1-6.4(i) before its repeal), upon motion of the prospective
adoptive parents the court shall:

(1) set aside the paternity determination in order to reinstate the

paternity action; and

(2) allow the prospective adoptive parents to intervene as

described under section 6 of this chapter.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-3-8
Applicability of Rules of Trial Procedure
Sec. 8. The Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure do not apply to the
giving of notice under this chapter.
As added by P.L.200-1999, SEC.13.

IC 31-19-3-9
Validity of notice; putative father residing outside Indiana

Sec. 9. (a) A notice served in accordance with this chapter on a
putative father who is a resident of Indiana is valid regardless of
whether the notice is served within or outside Indiana.

(b) A notice served in accordance with this chapter outside Indiana
on a putative father who is not a resident of Indiana is valid if the
child was conceived:

(1) in Indiana; or
(2) outside Indiana, if the laws of the state in which the:
(A) father:
(i) is served notice; or
(i1) resides; or
(B) child was conceived;
allow a paternity or similar action to be filed before the birth of
a child.
As added by P.L.146-2007, SEC 4.



IC 31-19-4
Chapter 4. Notice of Adoption After Birth of Child

IC 31-19-4-1
Notice to registered putative father
Sec. 1. Except as provided by IC 31-19-2.5-4, if:
(1) on or before the date the mother of a child executes a
consent to the child's adoption, the mother has provided an
attorney or agency arranging the adoption with the name and
address of the putative father; and
(2) the putative father of the child has:
(A) failed or refused to consent to the adoption of the child;
or
(B) not had the parent-child relationship terminated under
IC 31-35 (or IC 31-6-5 before its repeal);
the putative father shall be given notice of the adoption proceedings
under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.14; P.L.61-2003, SEC.5.

IC 31-19-4-2
Notice to putative father registered with putative father registry;
name or address not provided by mother
Sec. 2. Except as provided by IC 31-19-2.5-4, if:
(1) on or before the date the mother of a child executes a
consent to the child's adoption, the mother has not provided an
attorney or agency arranging the adoption with the name or
address, or both, of the putative father of the child; and
(2) the putative father of the child has:
(A) failed or refused to consent to the adoption of the child
or has not had the parent-child relationship terminated under
IC 31-35 (or IC 31-6-5 before its repeal); and
(B) registered with the putative father registry under
IC 31-19-5 (or IC 31-6-5 before its repeal) within the period
under IC 31-19-5-12;
the putative father shall be given notice of the adoption proceedings
under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.15; P.L.61-2003, SEC.6.

IC 31-19-4-3
Notice to putative father not registered with putative father
registry; name or address undisclosed by mother; child conceived
outside Indiana
Sec. 3. (a) If:
(1) the mother of a child:
(A) informs an attorney or agency arranging the child's
adoption, on or before the date the child's mother executes a
consent to the child's adoption, that the child was conceived
outside Indiana; and



(B) does not disclose to the attorney or agency the name or
address, or both, of the putative father of the child; and
(2) the putative father of the child has:

(A) failed or refused to consent to the adoption of the child

or has not had the parent-child relationship terminated under

IC 31-35 (or IC 31-6-5 before its repeal); and

(B) not registered with the putative father registry under

IC 31-19-5 within the period under IC 31-19-5-12;
the attorney or agency shall serve notice of the adoption proceedings
on the putative father by publication in the same manner as a
summons is served by publication under Rule 4.13(C) of the Indiana
Rules of Trial Procedure.

(b) The only circumstance under which notice to the putative
father must be given by publication under Rule 4.13(C) of the Indiana
Rules of Trial Procedure is when the child was conceived outside of
Indiana as described in subsection (a).

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.146-2007, SEC.5;
P.L.58-2009, SEC.10.

IC 31-19-4-4
Notice to unnamed father; form

Sec. 4. Notice of the adoption proceeding required under section
3 of this chapter shall be given to an unnamed putative father in
substantially the following form:

"NOTICE TO UNNAMED FATHER

The unnamed putative father of the child born to (mother's
name) on (date), or the person who claims to be the father of
the child born to (mother's name) on (date), is notified
that a petition for adoption of the child was filed in the office of the
clerk of court, (address of court).

If the unnamed putative father seeks to contest the adoption of the
child, the unnamed putative father must file a motion to contest the
adoption in accordance with IC 31-19-10-1 in the above named court
within thirty (30) days after the date of service of this notice. This
notice may be served by publication.

If the unnamed putative father does not file a motion to contest the
adoption within thirty (30) days after service of this notice, the above
named court shall hear and determine the petition for adoption. The
unnamed putative father's consent is irrevocably implied and the
unnamed putative father loses the right to contest the adoption or the
validity of the unnamed putative father's implied consent to the
adoption. The unnamed putative father loses the right to establish
paternity of the child under IC 31-14.

Nothing (mother's name) or any one else says to the
unnamed putative father of the child relieves the unnamed putative
father of his obligations under this notice.

Under Indiana law, a putative father is a person who is named as
or claims that he may be the father of a child born out of wedlock but
who has not yet been legally proven to be the child's father.

This notice complies with IC 31-19-4-4 but does not exhaustively



set forth the unnamed putative father's legal obligations under the
Indiana adoption statutes. A person being served with this notice
should consult the Indiana adoption statutes.".

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.16; P.L.61-2003, SEC.7; P.L.21-2010, SEC.2.

IC 31-19-4-5
Notice to named father; form
Sec. 5. Notice of the adoption proceeding shall be given to:
(1) the putative father who is entitled to notice under section 1
or 2 of this chapter; or
(2) a named putative father under section 3 of this chapter;
in substantially the following form:

"NOTICE TO NAMED FATHER

(putative father's name), who has been named

the father of the child born to (mother's name) on

(date), or who claims to be the father of the child born to

(mother's name) on (date), isnotified

that a petition for adoption of the child was filed in the office of the

clerk of court, (address of the
court).

If (putative father's name) seeks to contest the

adoption of the child, he must file a motion to contest the adoption in
accordance with IC 31-19-10-1 in the above named court not later
than thirty (30) days after the date of service of this notice.

If (putative father's name) does not file a motion
to contest the adoption within thirty (30) days after service of this
notice, the above named court will hear and determine the petition for
adoption. His consent will be irrevocably implied and he will lose his
right to contest either the adoption or the validity of his implied
consent to the adoption. He will lose his right to establish his
paternity of the child under IC 31-14.

Nothing (mother's name) or anyone else says to

(putative father's name) relieves
(putative father's name) of his obligations under this notice.

Under Indiana law, a putative father is a person who is named as
or claims that he may be the father of a child born out of wedlock but
who has not yet been legally proven to be the child's father. For
purposes of this notice, (putative father's name) is a
putative father under the laws in Indiana regarding adoption.

This notice complies with IC 31-19-4-5 but does not exhaustively
set forth a putative father's legal obligations under the Indiana
adoption statutes. A person being served with this notice should
consult the Indiana adoption statutes.".

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.17; P.L.61-2003, SEC.8; P.L.21-2010, SEC.3.

IC 31-19-4-6
Putative father not entitled to notice of adoption
Sec. 6. Except as provided in section 3 of this chapter, if:



(1) on or before the date the mother of a child executes a
consent to the child's adoption, the mother does not disclose to
the attorney or agency arranging the adoption the identity or
address, or both, of the putative father; and
(2) the putative father has not registered with the putative father
registry under IC 31-19-5 within the period under
IC 31-19-5-12;

the putative father is not entitled to notice of the adoption.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-4-7
Actual notice not required
Sec. 7. If a putative father is entitled to notice under section 1, 2,
or 3 of this chapter, upon:
(1) providing service of process in the same manner as a
summons and complaint are served under Rule 4.1 of the
Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure for notice under section 1 or 2
of this chapter; or
(2) publication in the same manner as a summons is served by
publication under Rule 4.13 of the Indiana Rules of Trial
Procedure for notice under section 3 of this chapter;
no further efforts to give notice to the putative father are necessary,
regardless of whether the putative father actually receives the notice.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.15; P.L.146-2007, SEC.6.

IC 31-19-4-8
Waiver of notice
Sec. 8. (a) The notice required by this chapter may be waived in
writing before or after the birth of a child.
(b) A waiver of notice under subsection (a) must:
(1) be in writing and signed in the presence of a notary public;
and
(2) acknowledge that:
(A) the waiver is irrevocable; and
(B) the person signing the waiver will not receive notice of
the adoption proceedings.
A person who waives notice of an adoption may not subsequently
challenge or contest an adoption of the child.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.61-2003, SEC.9;
P.L.130-2005, SEC.1.

IC 31-19-4-9
Exceptions to notice required by chapter
Sec. 9. The notice required by this chapter is not necessary:
(1) if actual notice has been given to a putative father under
IC 31-19-3; or
(2) if:
(A) aperson has attempted to give notice to a putative father
at a particular address under IC 31-19-3; and



(B) the putative father could not be located at that address;
unless the putative father registers that address with the putative
father registry under IC 31-19-5.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.130-2005, SEC.2.

IC 31-19-4-10
Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.61-2003, SEC.22.)

IC 31-19-4-11
Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.61-2003, SEC.22.)

IC 31-19-4-12
Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.61-2003, SEC.22.)

IC 31-19-4-13
Applicability of Rules of Trial Procedure

Sec. 13. Only the rules of the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
specified in this chapter apply to the giving of notice under this
chapter.
As added by P.L.200-1999, SEC.18.



IC 31-19-4.5
Chapter 4.5. Other Persons Entitled to Notice of Adoption

IC 31-19-4.5-1
Application
Sec. 1. This chapter:
(1) shall not be construed to affect notice of an adoption
provided to a putative father under IC 31-19-4; and
(2) applies to a father who has abandoned, failed to support, or
failed to communicate with a child.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.146-2007,
SEC.7.

IC 31-19-4.5-2
Notice when consent not required
Sec. 2. Except as provided in IC 31-19-2.5-4, if a petition for
adoption alleges that consent to adoption is not required under
IC 31-19-9-8, notice of the adoption must be given to the person from
whom consent is allegedly not required under IC 31-19-9-8. Notice
shall be given:
(1) in the same manner as a summons and complaint are served
under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure if the
person's name and address are known; or
(2) in the same manner as a summons is served by publication
under Rule 4.13 of the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure if the
name or address of the person is not known;
to a petitioner for adoption.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.146-2007,
SEC.S.

IC 31-19-4.5-3
Form of adoption notice

Sec. 3. Notice of the adoption proceeding shall be given to a
person entitled to notice under section 2 of this chapter in
substantially the following form:

"NOTICE OF ADOPTION

(person's name) is notified that a petition for adoption
of a child, named (child's name, if named), born to

(mother's name) on (date) was filed in the
office of the clerk of court, (address of the
court). The petition for adoption alleges that the consent to adoption
of (person's name) is not required because
(provide a brief description of the
reason(s) the consent is not required).

If (person's name) seeks to contest the adoption of the
child, (person's name) must file a motion to contest the
adoption in accordance with IC 31-19-10-1 in the above named court
not later than thirty (30) days after the date of service of this notice.

If (person's name) does not file a motion to contest
the adoption within thirty (30) days after service of this notice the




above named court will hear and determine the petition for adoption.
The consent to adoption of (person's name) will be
irrevocably implied and (person's name) will lose the
right to contest either the adoption or the validity of 's
(person's name) implied consent to the adoption.
No oral statement made to (person's name) relieves
(person's name) of 's (person's name)
obligations under this notice.

This notice complies with IC 31-19-4.5-3 but does not
exhaustively set forth a person's legal obligations under the Indiana
adoption statutes. A person being served with this notice should
consult the Indiana adoption statutes.".

As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.10.

IC 31-19-4.5-4
Waiver of notice
Sec. 4. (a) The notice required by this chapter may be waived in
writing before or after the birth of a child.
(b) A waiver of notice under subsection (a) must:
(1) be in writing and signed in the presence of a notary public;
and
(2) acknowledge that:
(A) the waiver is irrevocable; and
(B) the person signing the waiver will not receive notice of
the adoption proceedings.
A person who waives notice of an adoption may not challenge or
contest an adoption of the child.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.130-2005,
SEC.3.

IC 31-19-4.5-5
Content of notice

Sec. 5. The description in the notice under section 3 of this chapter
of the reasons consent to adoption is not required need only include
enough information to put a reasonable person on notice that a
petition for adoption that alleges the person's consent to adoption is
unnecessary is pending. The description does not require an
exhaustive description of the reasons the person's consent to adoption
is not required.
As added by P.L.61-2003, SEC.10.



IC 31-19-5
Chapter 5. Putative Father Registry

IC 31-19-5-1
Application of chapter
Sec. 1. (a) This chapter applies to a putative father whenever:

(1) an adoption under IC 31-19-2 has been or may be filed
regarding a child who may have been conceived by the putative
father; and
(2) on or before the date the child's mother executes a consent
to the child's adoption, the child's mother has not disclosed the
name or address, or both, of the putative father to the attorney
or agency that is arranging the child's adoption.

(b) This chapter does not apply if, on or before the date the child's
mother executes a consent to the child's adoption, the child's mother
discloses the name and address of the putative father to the attorney
or agency that is arranging the child's adoption.

Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.11;
P.L.21-2010, SEC4.

IC 31-19-5-2
Establishment of registry; rules

Sec. 2. The putative father registry is established within the state
department of health. The state department shall adopt rules under
IC 4-22-2 to administer the registry.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-3
Purpose of registry
Sec. 3. The registry's purpose is to determine the name and address
of a father:
(1) whose name and address have not been disclosed by the
mother of the child, on or before the date the mother executes a
consent to the child's adoption, to:
(A) an attorney; or
(B) an agency;
that is arranging the adoption of the child; and
(2) who may have conceived a child for whom a petition for
adoption has been or may be filed;
so that notice of the adoption may be provided to the putative father.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.1-2010, SEC.121.

IC 31-19-5-4
Notice rights of registered persons

Sec. 4. A putative father of a child who registers in accordance
with this chapter (or IC 31-3-1.5 before its repeal) is entitled to notice
of the child's adoption under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of Trial
Procedure.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



IC 31-19-5-5
Necessity of registration as requisite to notice rights
Sec. 5. If, on or before the date the mother of a child executes a

consent to the child's adoption, the mother does not disclose to an
attorney or agency that:

(1) is arranging; or

(2) may arrange;
an adoption of the child the name or address, or both, of the putative
father of the child, the putative father must register under this chapter
to entitle the putative father to notice of the child's adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-6
Rights of presumptive fathers
Sec. 6. (a) This chapter does not relieve a man who is presumed
to be a father under 31-14-7-2 from the obligation of registering in
accordance with this chapter to be entitled to notice of an adoption of
a child for whom the man may be the presumed father.
(b) The filing of a paternity action by a putative father does not
relieve the putative father from the:
(1) obligation of registering; or
(2) consequences of failing to register;
in accordance with this chapter unless paternity has been established
before the filing of the petition for adoption of the child.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.12.

IC 31-19-5-7
Information maintained in registry; father's agent for notice
Sec. 7. (a) The state department of health shall maintain the
following information in the registry:
(1) The putative father's:
(A) name;
(B) address at which the putative father may be served with
notice of an adoption under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of
Trial Procedure;
(C) Social Security number; and
(D) date of birth.
(2) The mother's:
(A) name, including all other names known to the putative
father that the mother uses, if known,;
(B) address, if known;
(C) Social Security number, if known; and
(D) date of birth, if known.
(3) The child's:
(A) name, if known; and
(B) place of birth, if known.
(4) The date that the state department of health receives a
putative father's registration.
(5) The:
(A) name of an attorney or agency that requests the state



department to search the registry under section 15 of this
chapter to determine whether a putative father is registered
in relation to a mother whose child is or may be the subject
of an adoption; and
(B) date that the attorney or agency submits a request as
provided under this subdivision.
(6) Any notice of a filing of a petition to establish paternity as
described in IC 31-14-9-0.5.
(7) Any other information that the state department determines
is necessary to access the information in the registry.

(b) If a putative father does not have an address where the putative
father is able to be served with notice of an adoption, the putative
father may designate another person as an agent for the purpose of
being served with notice of adoption. The putative father must
provide the department with the agent's name and the address at
which the agent may be served. Service of notice upon the agent
under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure constitutes
service of notice upon the putative father. If notice of an adoption
may not be served on the agent under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules
of Trial Procedure as provided by this subsection, further notice of
the adoption to the agent or to the putative father is not necessary.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.16; P.L.58-2009, SEC.13.

IC 31-19-5-8
Registry data access points
Sec. 8. The state department of health shall store the registry's data

to make the data accessible under the following:

(1) The putative father's name.

(2) The mother's name.

(3) The child's name, if known.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-9
Information supplied
Sec. 9. (a) A putative father who registers under this chapter shall
provide to the state department of health the following:
(1) The putative father's:
(A) name;
(B) address at which the putative father may be served with
notice of an adoption under Rule 4.1 of the Indiana Rules of
Trial Procedure;
(C) Social Security number; and
(D) date of birth.
(2) The mother's name, including all other names known to the
putative father that the mother uses.
(3) Any other information described under section 7 of this
chapter that is known to the putative father.
(b) A clerk of the court shall provide to the state department of
health the notice required to be prepared under IC 31-14-9-0.5.



As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.14.

IC 31-19-5-10
Registration form

Sec. 10. A putative father shall register under this chapter on a
registration form prescribed by the state department of health. The
registration form must be signed by the putative father and notarized.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-11
Verification; amendment of information
Sec. 11. A putative father who registers under this chapter is
responsible for:
(1) verifying with the state department of health the accuracy of
the registration; and
(2) submitting to the state department of health an amended
registration each time the information supplied by the putative
father changes;
during the period specified by section 12 of this chapter.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-12
Time of registration
Sec. 12. (a) To be entitled to notice of an adoption under
IC 31-19-3 or IC 31-19-4, a putative father must register with the
state department of health under section 5 of this chapter not later
than:
(1) thirty (30) days after the child's birth; or
(2) the earlier of the date of the filing of a petition for the:
(A) child's adoption; or
(B) termination of the parent-child relationship between the
child and the child's mother;
whichever occurs later.
(b) A putative father may register under subsection (a) before the
child's birth.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.146-2007, SEC.9.

IC 31-19-5-13
Availability of registration forms
Sec. 13. The state department of health shall:
(1) prescribe a registration form for the information that a
putative father submits under section 9 of this chapter; and
(2) make the registration forms available through:
(A) the state department;
(B) each clerk of a circuit court; and
(C) each local health department.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-14
Public notice of purpose and operation of registry



Sec. 14. (a) Each:
(1) clerk of a circuit court;
(2) branch office of the bureau of motor vehicles;
(3) hospital; and
(4) local health department;
shall post in a conspicuous place a notice that informs the public
about the purpose and operation of the registry.
(b) The notice under subsection (a) must include information
regarding the following:
(1) Where to obtain a registration form.
(2) Where to register.
(3) The circumstances under which a putative father is required
to register.
(4) When under section 12 of this chapter a putative father is
required to register to entitle the putative father to notice of an
adoption.
(5) The consequences of not submitting a timely registration.
(c) Failure to post a proper notice under this section does not
relieve a putative father of the obligation to register with the state
department of health in accordance with this chapter to entitle the
putative father to notice of the adoption of a child who may have
been conceived by the putative father.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-15
Requests for search of registry by persons arranging adoption
Sec. 15. (a) An attorney or agency that arranges an adoption or
may arrange an adoption may at any time request that the state
department of health search the registry to determine whether a
putative father:
(1) is registered in relation to a mother whose child is or may be
the subject of an adoption; or
(2) has filed a petition to establish paternity.
(b) Whenever a petition for adoption is filed, the attorney or
agency that arranges the adoption shall:
(1) request that the state department of health search the registry
under this section at least one (1) day after the expiration of the
period specified by section 12 of this chapter; and
(2) file an affidavit prepared by the state department of health
under section 16 of this chapter in response to a request under
subdivision (1) with the court presiding over the adoption under
this article.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.15;
P.L.1-2010, SEC.122.

IC 31-19-5-16
Affidavit of registry search; copy of notice of filing of petition to
establish paternity

Sec. 16. (a) Not later than five (5) days after receiving a request
under section 15 of this chapter, the state department of health shall



submit an affidavit to the attorney or agency verifying whether a
putative father:
(1) is registered within the period specified by section 12 of this
chapter in relation to a mother whose child is the subject of the
adoption that the attorney or agency is arranging; or
(2) has filed a petition to establish paternity.

(b) Whenever the state department of health finds that one (1) or
more putative fathers are registered, the state department shall:

(1) submit a copy of each registration form with the state
department's affidavit; and

(2) include in the affidavit the date that the attorney or agency
submits the request for a search that relates to the affidavit.

(c) Whenever the state department of health finds that one (1) or
more putative fathers have filed a petition to establish paternity, the
state department of health shall:

(1) submit a copy of each notice prepared by the clerk of the
court under IC 31-14-9-0.5 with the state department of health's
affidavit; and

(2) include in the affidavit the date the attorney or agency
submitted the request for the search that relates to the affidavit.

(d) A court may not grant an adoption unless the state department's
affidavit under this section is filed with the court as provided under
IC 31-19-11-1(a)(4).

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.16;
P.L.1-2010, SEC.123.

IC 31-19-5-17
Departmental responsibilities upon request for registry search
Sec. 17. Whenever the state department of health receives a

request under section 15 of this chapter, the state department shall:
(1) search the state department's records of paternity
determinations and notices of filings of petitions to establish
paternity filed under IC 31-14-9-2; and
(2) notify the attorney or agency, in compliance with
IC 31-19-6, as to whether a record of a paternity determination
or a notice of a filing of a petition to establish paternity has been
filed concerning a child who is or may be the subject of an
adoption that the attorney or agency is arranging.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.17.

IC 31-19-5-18
Waiver of notice rights of unregistered putative fathers;
irrevocably implied consent to adoption

Sec. 18. A putative father who fails to register within the period
specified by section 12 of this chapter waives notice of an adoption
proceeding. The putative father's waiver under this section constitutes
an irrevocably implied consent to the child's adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-19



Revocation of registration

Sec. 19. A putative father may revoke a registration at any time by
submitting a signed, notarized statement revoking the registration.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-20
Methods of submitting registration
Sec. 20. A putative father must submit a registration under this
chapter:
(1) in person; or
(2) by:
(A) facsimile transmission;
(B) mail;
(C) private courier; or
(D) express delivery service.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-21
Request for certified copy of registration or for information;
request for copy of notice of filing of petition to establish paternity;
persons qualified to apply
Sec. 21. (a) Subject to subsection (b), upon written request by:
(1) a putative father;
(2) a mother;
(3) achild;
(4) any party or attorney of record in a pending adoption;
(5) an attorney who represents:
(A) prospective adoptive parents;
(B) petitioners in an adoption;
(C) a mother;
(D) a putative father; or
(E) a licensed child placing agency;
(6) a licensed child placing agency that represents:
(A) prospective adoptive parents;
(B) petitioners in an adoption;
(C) a mother; or
(D) a putative father; or
(7) a court that presides over a pending adoption;
the state department of health shall furnish a certified copy of a
putative father's registration form and a copy of any notice of a filing
of a petition to establish paternity prepared under IC 31-14-9-0.5.
(b) The state department may release the certified copy of the
registration form to a person under subsection (a)(1) through (a)(3)
only if the information contained in the registration form names the
requesting person.
(c) A person listed under subsection (a), who requests information
about a registration from the state department, must do the following:
(1) Submit the request in writing.
(2) Under the penalties of perjury, state that the requesting
person is entitled to receive the information under this chapter.



(3) Submit the request in a manner described by section 20(1)
or 20(2) of this chapter.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.18.

IC 31-19-5-22
Timeliness of responses to requests; fees

Sec. 22. (a) Except as provided in section 16 of this chapter, the
state department of health shall immediately respond to requests
regarding registrations under this chapter:

(1) in writing; and
(2) in a manner described by section 20 of this chapter.

(b) The state department may charge a fee for responding to a
request under this section, unless the state department mails the
department's response.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-23
Confidentiality of registry information
Sec. 23. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, information

contained within the registry is confidential.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-24
Registering false information
Sec. 24. A person who knowingly or intentionally registers false

information under this chapter commits a Class A misdemeanor.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-5-25
Release or request for confidential information
Sec. 25. (a) A person who knowingly or intentionally releases or
requests confidential information in violation of this chapter commits
a Class A misdemeanor.
(b) It is a defense under this section if the state registrar releases
confidential information while acting:
(1) in good faith; and
(2) with reasonable diligence.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



IC 31-19-6
Chapter 6. Search of Paternity Records and Putative Father
Registry

IC 31-19-6-1
Request for search of records pending adoption proceedings
Sec. 1. An attorney or agency that arranges an adoption or may
arrange an adoption may at any time request that the state department
of health search the state department's records of:
(1) paternity determinations to determine whether a man's
paternity of a child has been established in relation to a child
who is or may be the subject of an adoption; and
(2) notices of filings of petitions to establish paternity.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.19.

IC 31-19-6-2
Response to search request
Sec. 2. Not later than five (5) days after receiving a request under
section 1 of this chapter, the state department of health shall:
(1) submit an affidavit to the attorney or agency verifying
whether a record of a paternity determination has been filed
under IC 31-14-9-2 concerning the child; and
(2) search the putative father registry established by IC 31-19-5
and notify the attorney or agency, in compliance with
IC 31-19-5-16 as to whether a putative father has:
(A) registered concerning the child; or
(B) filed a petition to establish paternity in relation to the
child.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.20.

IC 31-19-6-3
Release of copy of paternity determination and notice of filing of
petition to establish paternity

Sec. 3. (a) If a record of a paternity determination has been filed
concerning a child who is the subject of a request under section 1 of
this chapter, the state department of health shall release a copy of the
record of the paternity determination to the requesting attorney or
agency.

(b) If a notice of a filing of a petition to establish paternity has
been filed concerning a child who is the subject of a request under
section 1 of this chapter, the state department of health shall release
a copy of the notice of the filing of the petition to the requesting
attorney or agency.

Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.58-2009, SEC.21.



1C 31-19-7
Chapter 7. Prior Approval of Placement of Child in Proposed
Adoptive Home

IC 31-19-7-1
Prior written approval of placements; criminal history checks

Sec. 1. (a) A child may not be placed in a proposed adoptive home
without the prior written approval of a licensed child placing agency
or the local office approved for that purpose by the department.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (d), before giving prior
written approval for placement in a proposed adoptive home of a
child, a licensed child placing agency or the department of child
services shall conduct a criminal history check (as defined in
IC 31-9-2-22.5) concerning the proposed adoptive parent and any
other person who is currently residing in the proposed adoptive
home.

(c) The prospective adoptive parent shall pay the fees and other
costs of the criminal history check required under this section.

(d) A licensed child placing agency or the department of child
services is not required to conduct a criminal history check (as
defined in IC 31-9-2-22.5) if a prospective adoptive parent provides
the licensed child placing agency or the local office with the results
of a criminal history check conducted:

(1) in accordance with IC 31-9-2-22.5; and
(2) not more than one (1) year before the date on which the
licensed child placing agency or the local office provides
written approval for the placement.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.234-2005,
SEC.93; P.L.145-2006, SEC.247; P.L.138-2007, SEC.37;
P.L.128-2012, SEC.48.

IC 31-19-7-2
Consent of the department

Sec. 2. Whenever the written approval for placement of a child in
a proposed adoptive home is obtained from a licensed child placing
agency, the consent of the department is not required unless the child
is a ward of the department.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.128-2012,
SEC.49.

IC 31-19-7-3
Approval filed with adoption petition
Sec. 3. Approval under this chapter for placement in a proposed

adoptive home must be filed with the petition for adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



IC 31-19-8
Chapter 8. Supervision of Child by Licensed Child Placing
Agency

IC 31-19-8-1
Period of supervision as prerequisite to adoption
Sec. 1. An adoption may be granted in Indiana only after:
(1) the court has heard the evidence; and
(2) except as provided in section 2(c) of this chapter, a period of
supervision, as described in section 2 of this chapter, by:
(A) alicensed child placing agency for a child who has not
been adjudicated to be a child in need of services; or
(B) the department, if the child is the subject of an open child
in need of services action.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.145-2006,
SEC.248; P.L.138-2007, SEC.38; P.L.131-2009, SEC.15;
P.L.128-2012, SEC.50.

IC 31-19-8-2
Supervision period; waiver of supervision period

Sec. 2. (a) Except as provided in subsection (c), the period of
supervision required by section 1 of this chapter may be before or
after the filing of a petition for adoption, or both.

(b) The length of the period of supervision is within the sole
discretion of the court hearing the petition for adoption.

(c) A court hearing a petition for adoption of a child may waive
the period of supervision under subsection (a) if one (1) of the
petitioners is a stepparent or grandparent of the child and the court
waives the report under section 5(c) of this chapter.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.138-2007,
SEC.39.

IC 31-19-8-3
List of licensed child placing agencies and local offices of the
department
Sec. 3. (a) The department shall annually compile a list of:
(1) licensed child placing agencies; and
(2) the local offices;
that conduct the inspection and supervision required for adoption of
a child by IC 31-19-7-1 and section 1 of this chapter.
(b) The list of licensed child placing agencies and local offices
must include a description of the following:
(1) Fees charged by each agency and the department.
(2) Geographic area served by each agency and local office.
(3) Approximate waiting period for the inspection or
supervision by each licensed child placing agency and local
office.
(4) Other relevant information regarding the inspection and
supervision provided by a licensed child placing agency or a
local office under IC 31-19-7-1 and section 1 of this chapter.



(c) The department shall do the following:
(1) Maintain in its office or on its Internet web site copies of the
list compiled under this section for distribution to individuals
who request a copy.
(2) Provide each local office with sufficient copies of the list
prepared under this section for distribution to individuals who
request a copy.
(3) Provide a copy of the list to each public library organized
under IC 36-12.
(d) The department and each:
(1) local office; and
(2) public library organized under IC 36-12;
shall make the list compiled under this section available for public
inspection.
Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.1-2005, SEC.201;
P.L.145-2006, SEC.249; P.L.131-2009, SEC.16; P.L.128-2012,
SEC.51.

IC 31-19-8-4
List of approved supervising agencies
Sec. 4. To facilitate adoption proceedings, the department shall:
(1) publish;
(2) post on its web site; or
(3) furnish to each public library organized under IC 36-12;
a list of approved supervising agencies.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.145-2006,
SEC.250; P.L.131-2009, SEC.17.

IC 31-19-8-5
Agency report and recommendation; filing requirements; waiver
of report

Sec. 5. (a) Except as provided in subsection (c¢), not more than
sixty (60) days from the date of reference of a petition for adoption
to each appropriate agency:

(1) each licensed child placing agency, for a child who is not
adjudicated to be a child in need of services; or
(2) if the child is the subject of an open child in need of services
action, each local office;
shall submit to the court a written report of the investigation and
recommendation as to the advisability of the adoption.

(b) The report and recommendation:

(1) shall be filed with the adoption proceedings; and
(2) become a part of the proceedings.

(c) A court hearing a petition for adoption of a child may waive
the report required under subsection (a) if one (1) of the petitioners
is a stepparent or grandparent of the child and the court waives the
period of supervision.

(d) If the court waives the reports required under subsection (a),
the court shall require the licensed child placing agency for a child
who is not adjudicated to be a child in need of services or, if the child



is the subject of an open child in need of services action, each local
office to:

(1) ensure a criminal history check is conducted under

IC 31-19-2-7.5; and

(2) report to the court the results of the criminal history check.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.138-2007,
SEC.40; P.L.131-2009, SEC.18; P.L.128-2012, SEC.52.

IC 31-19-8-6
Contents of report
Sec. 6. (a) The report required by section 5 of this chapter must,
to the extent possible, include the following:
(1) The former environment and antecedents of the child.
(2) The fitness of the child for adoption.
(3) The suitability of the proposed home for the child.
(b) The report may not contain any of the following:
(1) Information concerning the financial condition of the
prospective adoptive parents.
(2) A recommendation that a request for a subsidy be denied in
whole or in part due to the financial condition of the prospective
adoptive parents.
(c) The criminal history information required under
IC 31-19-2-7.5 must accompany the report.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.19; P.L.138-2007, SEC.41; P.L.131-2009, SEC.19;
P.L.162-2011, SEC.14.

IC 31-19-8-7
Summary consideration of agency's report; continuance

Sec. 7. The court shall summarily consider the report submitted
under section 5 of this chapter. If the court finds that further
investigation or further supervision is necessary, the court shall
continue the case to a later date that the court considers advisable for
final determination. At that time the court shall determine the case.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.138-2007,
SEC.42; P.L.131-2009, SEC.20.

IC 31-19-8-8
Agency report and recommendation; nonbinding on court

Sec. 8. The report and recommendation of the licensed child
placing agency or local office are not binding on the court but are
advisory only.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.138-2007,
SEC.43; P.L.131-2009, SEC.21; P.L.128-2012, SEC.53.

IC 31-19-8-9
Prompt hearing and determination of adoption

Sec. 9. As soon as possible after the provisions of IC 31-19-7-1
and this chapter have been satisfied, the court shall proceed to hear
and determine the petition for adoption.



As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



IC 31-19-9
Chapter 9. Consent to Adoption

IC 31-19-9-0.2
Application of certain amendments to prior law

Sec. 0.2. The amendments made to IC 31-3-1-6 (before its repeal,
now codified in IC 31-19-2, IC 31-19-4, this chapter, and
IC 31-19-10) by P.L.293-1987 apply to a petition for adoption,
except for a petition on which an adoption decree has been entered
before May 4, 1987.
As added by P.L.220-2011, SEC.504.

IC 31-19-9-1
Consents required
Sec. 1. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a petition
to adopt a child who is less than eighteen (18) years of age may be
granted only if written consent to adoption has been executed by the
following:
(1) Each living parent of a child born in wedlock, including a
man who is presumed to be the child's biological father under
IC 31-14-7-1(1) if the man is the biological or adoptive parent
of the child.
(2) The mother of a child born out of wedlock and the father of
a child whose paternity has been established by:
(A) a court proceeding other than the adoption proceeding,
except as provided in IC 31-14-20-2; or
(B) a paternity affidavit executed under IC 16-37-2-2.1;
unless the putative father gives implied consent to the adoption
under section 15 of this chapter.
(3) Each person, agency, or local office having lawful custody
of the child whose adoption is being sought.
(4) The court having jurisdiction of the custody of the child if
the legal guardian or custodian of the person of the child is not
empowered to consent to the adoption.
(5) The child to be adopted if the child is more than fourteen
(14) years of age.
(6) The spouse of the child to be adopted if the child is married.
(b) A parent who is less than eighteen (18) years of age may
consent to an adoption without the concurrence of:
(1) the individual's parent or parents; or
(2) the guardian of the individual's person;
unless the court, in the court's discretion, determines that it is in the
best interest of the child to be adopted to require the concurrence.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.17; P.L.58-2009, SEC.22; P.L.128-2012, SEC.54.

1C 31-19-9-2
Execution of consent; timing; restrictions

Sec. 2. (a) The consent to adoption may be executed at any time
after the birth of the child, either in the presence of:



(1) the court;
(2) a notary public or other person authorized to take
acknowledgments; or
(3) an authorized agent of:
(A) the department; or
(B) a licensed child placing agency.

(b) The child's mother may not execute a consent to adoption
before the birth of the child.

(c) The child's father may execute a consent to adoption before the
birth of the child if the consent to adoption:

(1) is in writing;
(2) is signed by the child's father in the presence of a notary
public; and
(3) contains an acknowledgment that:
(A) the consent to adoption is irrevocable; and
(B) the child's father will not receive notice of the adoption
proceedings.

(d) A child's father who consents to the adoption of the child under
subsection (c) may not challenge or contest the child's adoption.

(e) Except as provided in subsection (f) or (g), a person who
executes a written consent to the adoption of a child may not execute
a second or subsequent written consent to have another person adopt
the child unless one (1) or more of the following apply:

(1) Each original petitioner provides a written statement that the
petitioner is not adopting the child.

(2) The person consenting to the adoption has been permitted to
withdraw the first consent to adoption under IC 31-19-10.

(3) The court dismisses the petition for adoption filed by the
original petitioner or petitioners for adoption based upon a
showing, by clear and convincing evidence, that it is not in the
best interests of the child that the petition for adoption be
granted.

(4) The court denies the petition to adopt the child filed by the
original petitioner or petitioners for adoption.

(f) The department may execute more than one (1) written consent
to the adoption of a child if the department determines that the
execution of more than one (1) written consent is in the best interests
of the child.

(g) The parents of a child who is a ward of the department may
execute a second or subsequent consent if:

(1) the court with jurisdiction over the child in need of services
determines that adoption by the person to whom consents were
originally signed is not in the child's best interest; or
(2) if the child's placement with the person who has petitioned
or intends to petition to adopt the child is disrupted.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.130-2005, SEC.4,
P.L.145-2006, SEC.251; P.L.21-2010, SEC.5; P.L.162-2011,
SEC.15; P.L.128-2012, SEC.55.

I1C 31-19-9-3



Validity of consent not identifying petitioner for adoption; consent
to substituting petitioners
Sec. 3. (a) A consent to adoption that does not name or otherwise
identify a petitioner for adoption is valid if the consent to adoption
contains a statement, by the person consenting to adoption, that the
person consenting to adoption voluntarily executed the consent to
adoption without disclosure of the name or other identification of the
petitioner for adoption.
(b) A petitioner may be substituted under IC 31-19-2-2 if:

(1) the consent to adoption executed by a child's mother

contains a statement, by the mother consenting to adoption, that

the mother voluntarily agrees that a petitioner for the adoption

may be substituted without additional consent from the mother;

or

(2) the mother executes a written consent to the substitution of

a petitioner for the adoption.
The mother's consent under this subsection is not conditional
regardless of whether the mother consents or does not consent to the
substitution of petitioners under this subsection.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.146-2007,
SEC.10.

IC 31-19-9-4
Forms

Sec. 4. The department may furnish to the clerks of courts
prescribed forms for use by parents or other persons when giving
consent to adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.145-2006,
SEC.252.

IC 31-19-9-5
Filing of copies

Sec. 5. Copies of a signed consent to adoption shall be filed with
the investigating agency and the clerk of the court in which the
petition for adoption is pending.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-9-6
Information and forms provided to birth parents
Sec. 6. The individual who or agency that arranges for the signing
of a consent to adoption shall provide each birth parent whose
consent to adoption is obtained under this chapter with the following:
(1) An explanation concerning the following:
(A) The availability of adoption history information under
IC 31-19-17 through IC 31-19-25.5.
(B) The birth parent's option to file a nonrelease form with
the state registrar if the birth parent seeks to restrict the
release of identifying information.
(C) That identifying information may be released unless the
birth parent files the nonrelease form with the state registrar.



(2) A nonrelease form prescribed by the state registrar under
IC 31-19-25-4.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.191-2011,
SEC.12.

IC 31-19-9-7
Nonrelease forms

Sec. 7. Upon request, the state registrar shall provide an individual
or agency with a nonrelease form required by section 6(2) of this
chapter.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-9-8
Consent to adoption not required; written denial of paternity
precludes challenge to adoption
Sec. 8. (a) Consent to adoption, which may be required under
section 1 of this chapter, is not required from any of the following:
(1) A parent or parents if the child is adjudged to have been
abandoned or deserted for at least six (6) months immediately
preceding the date of the filing of the petition for adoption.
(2) A parent of a child in the custody of another person if for a
period of at least one (1) year the parent:
(A) fails without justifiable cause to communicate
significantly with the child when able to do so; or
(B) knowingly fails to provide for the care and support of the
child when able to do so as required by law or judicial
decree.
(3) The biological father of a child born out of wedlock whose
paternity has not been established:
(A) by a court proceeding other than the adoption
proceeding; or
(B) by executing a paternity aftidavit under IC 16-37-2-2.1.
(4) The biological father of a child born out of wedlock who
was conceived as a result of:
(A) a rape for which the father was convicted under
IC 35-42-4-1;
(B) child molesting (IC 35-42-4-3);
(C) sexual misconduct with a minor (IC 35-42-4-9); or
(D) incest (IC 35-46-1-3).
(5) The putative father of a child born out of wedlock if the
putative father's consent to adoption is irrevocably implied
under section 15 of this chapter.
(6) The biological father of a child born out of wedlock if the:
(A) father's paternity is established after the filing of a
petition for adoption in a court proceeding or by executing a
paternity affidavit under IC 16-37-2-2.1; and
(B) father is required to but does not register with the
putative father registry established by IC 31-19-5 within the
period required by IC 31-19-5-12.
(7) A parent who has relinquished the parent's right to consent



to adoption as provided in this chapter.
(8) A parent after the parent-child relationship has been
terminated under IC 31-35 (or IC 31-6-5 before its repeal).
(9) A parent judicially declared incompetent or mentally
defective if the court dispenses with the parent's consent to
adoption.
(10) A legal guardian or lawful custodian of the person to be
adopted who has failed to consent to the adoption for reasons
found by the court not to be in the best interests of the child.
(11) A parent if:
(A) a petitioner for adoption proves by clear and convincing
evidence that the parent is unfit to be a parent; and
(B) the best interests of the child sought to be adopted would
be served if the court dispensed with the parent's consent.
(12) A child's biological father who denies paternity of the child
before or after the birth of the child if the denial of paternity:
(A) is in writing;
(B) is signed by the child's father in the presence of a notary
public; and
(C) contains an acknowledgment that:
(1) the denial of paternity is irrevocable; and
(ii) the child's father will not receive notice of adoption
proceedings.
A child's father who denies paternity of the child under this
subdivision may not challenge or contest the child's adoption.
(b) If a parent has made only token efforts to support or to
communicate with the child the court may declare the child
abandoned by the parent.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.18; P.L.61-2003, SEC.11; P.L.130-2005, SEC.5.

IC 31-19-9-9
Parent's crime against child's other parent; effect on consent
requirement
Sec. 9. A court shall determine that consent to adoption is not
required from a parent if the:
(1) parent is convicted of and incarcerated at the time of the
filing of a petition for adoption for:
(A) murder (IC 35-42-1-1);
(B) causing suicide (IC 35-42-1-2);
(C) voluntary manslaughter (IC 35-42-1-3);
(D) an attempt under IC 35-41-5-1 to commit a crime
described in clauses (A) through (C); or
(E) a crime in another state that is substantially similar to a
crime described in clauses (A) through (D);
(2) victim of the crime is the child's other parent; and
(3) court determines, after notice to the convicted parent and a
hearing, that dispensing with the parent's consent to adoption is
in the child's best interests.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.



IC 31-19-9-10
Parent's crime against child or child's sibling; effect on consent
requirement
Sec. 10. A court shall determine that consent to adoption is not
required from a parent if:
(1) the parent is convicted of and incarcerated at the time of the
filing of a petition for adoption for:
(A) murder (IC 35-42-1-1);
(B) causing suicide (IC 35-42-1-2);
(C) voluntary manslaughter (IC 35-42-1-3);
(D) rape (IC 35-42-4-1);
(E) criminal deviate conduct (IC 35-42-4-2) (before its
repeal);
(F) child molesting (IC 35-42-4-3) as a:
(i) Class A or Class B felony, for a crime committed before
July 1, 2014; or
(i) Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4 felony, for a
crime committed after June 30, 2014;
(G) incest (IC 35-46-1-3) as a:
(i) Class B felony, for a crime committed before July 1,
2014; or
(i1) Level 4 felony, for a crime committed after June 30,
2014;
(H) neglect of a dependent (IC 35-46-1-4) as a:
(i) Class B felony, for a crime committed before July 1,
2014; or
(i1) Level 1 or Level 3 felony, for a crime committed after
June 30, 2014;
(D) battery (IC 35-42-2-1) of a child as a:
(i) Class C felony, for a crime committed before July 1,
2014; or
(i1) Level 5 felony, for a crime committed after June 30,
2014;
(J) battery (IC 35-42-2-1) as a:
(i) Class A or Class B felony, for a crime committed before
July 1, 2014; or
(i1) Level 2 or Level 3 felony, for a crime committed after
June 30, 2014; or
(K) an attempt under IC 35-41-5-1 to commit an offense
described in clauses (A) through (J);
(2) the child or the child's sibling, half-blood sibling, or
step-sibling of the parent's current marriage is the victim of the
offense; and
(3) after notice to the parent and a hearing, the court determines
that dispensing with the parent's consent to adoption is in the
child's best interests.
Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.222-2001, SEC.1;
P.L.158-2013, SEC.310; P.L.214-2013, SEC.23; P.L.168-2014,
SEC.38.



IC 31-19-9-12
When consent of putative father irrevocably implied
Sec. 12. A putative father's consent to adoption is irrevocably
implied without further court action if the putative father:
(1) fails to file a motion to contest the adoption in accordance
with IC 31-19-10 within thirty (30) days after service of notice
under IC 31-19-4 in the court in which the adoption is pending;
(2) having filed a motion to contest the adoption in accordance
with IC 31-19-10, fails to appear at the hearing set to contest the
adoption;
(3) having filed a paternity action under IC 31-14, fails to
establish paternity in the action; or
(4) is required to but fails to register with the putative father
registry established by IC 31-19-5 within the period under
IC 31-19-5-12.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.197-1997,
SEC.19; P.L.200-1999, SEC.20; P.L.21-2010, SEC.6.

IC 31-19-9-13
Challenge of adoption or validity of implied consent by putative
father; when precluded
Sec. 13. A putative father whose consent to adoption is implied

under this chapter or IC 31-19-5-18 is not entitled to challenge:

(1) the adoption; or

(2) the validity of the putative father's implied consent to the

adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-9-14

Establishment of paternity by putative father; when precluded
Sec. 14. A putative father whose consent to adoption of a child is

implied under this chapter or IC 31-19-5-18 is not entitled to

establish paternity under IC 31-14.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-9-15
When consent of putative father irrevocably implied; additional
circumstances
Sec. 15. (a) The putative father's consent to adoption of the child
is irrevocably implied without further court action if the father:
(1) fails to file a paternity action:
(A) under IC 31-14; or
(B) in a court located in another state that is competent to
obtain jurisdiction over the paternity action;
not more than thirty (30) days after receiving actual notice under
IC 31-19-3 of the mother's intent to proceed with an adoptive
placement of the child, regardless of whether the child is born
before or after the expiration of the thirty (30) day period; or
(2) files a paternity action:
(A) under IC 31-14; or



(B) in a court located in another state that is competent to
obtain jurisdiction over the paternity action;
during the thirty (30) day period prescribed by subdivision (1)
and fails to establish paternity in the paternity proceeding under
IC 31-14 or the laws applicable to a court of another state when
the court obtains jurisdiction over the paternity action.

(b) This section does not prohibit a putative father who meets the
requirements of section 17(b) of this chapter from establishing
paternity of the child.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.21.

IC 31-19-9-16
Challenge of adoption or validity of irrevocably implied consent by
putative father; when precluded
Sec. 16. A putative father whose consent to adoption is

irrevocably implied under section 15 of this chapter is not entitled to
contest:

(1) the adoption; or

(2) the validity of the putative father's implied consent to the

adoption.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11.

IC 31-19-9-17
Establishment of paternity by putative father; restrictions
Sec. 17. (a) A putative father whose consent to an adoption is
implied under section 15 of this chapter is not entitled to establish
paternity of the child:
(1) in a court proceeding under IC 31-14; or
(2) by executing a paternity affidavit under IC 16-37-2-2.1.
(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a putative father who is barred
from establishing paternity of the child under subsection (a) may
establish paternity of the child in a court proceeding under IC 31-14
if:
(1) the putative father submits, together with the petition to
establish paternity, an affidavit prepared by the:
(A) licensed child placing agency; or
(B) attorney;
that served notice or caused notice to be served upon the
putative father under IC 31-19-3-1 stating that neither a petition
for adoption nor a placement of the child in a proposed adoptive
home is pending; and
(2) the court finds on the record, based on all the information
available to the court, including an affidavit described under
subdivision (1), that neither a:
(A) petition for adoption; nor
(B) placement of the child in a prospective adoptive home;
is pending.
The requirements of this subsection are jurisdictional and must be
strictly adhered to by the putative father and the court.



(c) An individual who is otherwise barred from establishing
paternity under this article may establish paternity in relation to a
child if an adoption for the child is not pending or contemplated. A
petition for adoption that is not filed or a petition for adoption that is
dismissed is not a basis for enabling an individual to establish
paternity under this section unless the requirements of subsection (b)
are satisfied.

As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.200-1999,
SEC.22; P.L.61-2003, SEC.12.

IC 31-19-9-18
When implied consent to adoption irrevocable

Sec. 18. (a) The consent of a person who is served with notice
under IC 31-19-4.5 to adoption is irrevocably implied without further
court action if the person:

(1) fails to file a motion to contest the adoption as required
under IC 31-19-10 not later than thirty (30) days after service of
notice under IC 31-19-4.5; or
(2) files a motion to contest the adoption as required under
IC 31-19-10 but fails to:
(A) appear at the hearing to contest the adoption; and
(B) 