Draft Updated House Ethics Code
I CODE OF ETHICS

165. The House of Representatives finds that high moral and ethical standards among members
of the House of Representatives are essential to assure the trust, respect, and confidence of all Hoosiers
in the Indiana General Assembly. The House of Representatives believes that a code of ethics for the
guidance of members will help them avoid conflicts of interest between their personal interests and
livelihood and their public responsibilities.

The House of Representatives recognizes that service in the Indiana General Assembly is a part-
time endeavor, that members are individuals who are active in the affairs of their communities, and that
it is necessary and proper that they maintain a livelihood and sources of income apart from their
legislative compensation. In recognition of a member’s responsibilities to family, occupation and the
citizens of this great state, and in response to IC 2-2.1-3-6, the House of Representatives adopts the
following code of ethics.

166. Every candidate for election to the House of Representatives shall campaign and, if
elected, shall serve with a personal commitment to integrity and dedicated public service focused on the
best interest of the citizens of the state.

167. Every candidate for election to the House of Representatives shall accurately disclose his or
her occupational, business, professional, and other financial interests as required by applicable law.

168. Every member of the House of Representatives shall, to the best of his or her ability, be
fully objective when considering a proposition upon which he or she must act, keeping the welfare and
best interests of the citizens of the state in mind at all times. Every member shall, to the best of his or
her ability, strive to conduct official duties in a manner that avoids the appearance of impropriety and
bolsters public trust.

169. A member who knowingly has a direct personal or pecuniary interest in a legislative matter
is precluded from authoring, sponsoring, or voting on the matter and should strive to avoid public or
private advocacy in furtherance of their own self-interest. The preclusion on voting shall not apply to
budget or general revenue bills, but in such event, the member shall publicly disclose their interest.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, a member may give freely of their knowledge and expertise on the
matter and in doing so shall, insofar as is reasonably possible, present fairly the positions of all sides of
the proposition.

Any member not voting under this Rule shall be considered present for the purpose of
determining a quorum. If a significant number of members are so affected, the House of
Representatives or a committee thereof, as the case may be, may, by a vote of two-thirds of those
voting, permit such members to vote.

170. A “direct personal or pecuniary interest” means that the disposition of the legislative
matter could reasonably be expected to have a unique, direct, and substantial effect on the
nonlegislative income of the member, a member’s close relative, as defined in IC 2-2.1-3-1, or a
partnership, corporation, or business in which the member or a close relative holds an ownership
interest.



171. Any member traveling to a legislative conference or meeting at state expense shall attend a
substantial number of meetings and official functions.

172. Pursuant to IC 3-9-2-12, no member shall host an event which seeks to raise campaign
contributions for the election or reelection of any member to the General Assembly during the period
beginning on organization day for the first regular session of the General Assembly and ending on the next
April 29.

173. A member, the member’s candidate committee and regular party committee organized by a
legislative caucus of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly shall not, for the election or
reelection of any member to the General Assembly, solicit campaign contributions, accept campaign
contributions, or conduct other fundraising activities during the period from one day before through the
day after the day in November of each year that the General Assembly convenes.

174. Pursuant to IC 2-2.1-3-9.5, no member shall accept honoraria during his term of office. Payment
or reimbursement of expenses actually incurred shall be allowed.

175. The Chairman or Ranking Minority Member of the ethics committee of the House of
Representatives may receive and the ethics committee may act upon:

(1) a request from any member of the House of Representatives for a ruling by the ethics
committee regarding the existence of a conflict of interest for the member and the recommended
resolution of the same; and

(2) a complaint from any person alleging misconduct, a violation of state law, or a violation of
this code of ethics by a member.

Any request or complaint shall be reduced to writing on a form provided by the ethics committee
and signed by the person making the request or complaint. The ethics committee may, at the call of the
Chairman, meet in public or executive session to consider the matter and make any rulings or
recommendations.



